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of the great circular chandelier that we have already
seen suspended before the sanctuary; and, to borrow
Smith the weaver's logic, the firman and the chandelier
are both alive at this day to testify the prodigy :
' therefore deny it not/ Anyhow, the firman of Selim
II. proved a more efficacious protection to the mon-
astery and its land than the c Bull3 issued by the
Comnenian emperor; and its repeated renewals by
succeeding Sultans, from Selim II. to Abd-el-Mejeed,
form a complete and not uninstructive series in the
Mariamana archives, to which we refer the denouncers
of Turkish intolerance and Islamitic oppression.

Here were also many other curious documents and
manuscripts laid up, say the monks; but a fire which
some years since consumed a part of the convent, and
pilfering archaeological pilgrims, are assigned as the
causes of their disappearance. A Greek Testament,
supposed to be of great antiquity, was shown us; but
the paper on which it is written, and the form of the
characters, bring its date down to the fourteenth or
thirteenth century at earliest.

We go the round of what else remains for notice in
the cavern: a fine carved reading-desk, eagle-supported,
for the lessons of the day; three or four more Panagias,
all miraculous; more church plate; a painted screen,
and the like; but these objects have no exceptional
interest, and we soon find ourselves again in the
dazzling sunlight of the paved court outside. Next
we roam about the 'old buildings/ timber the most,
with huge overhanging eaves, and something of a Swiss
cottage appearance. But nowhere does any inscription,
carving, or the like indicate date or circumstance of
construction, nor has any diary or * log-book' of events
ever been kept within these walls. The memories of
the monks, mere uneducated peasants they, form the